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What’s happening at St. Michaels TC \l5 "
Sunday Service Schedule:

8 AM and 10 AM Holy Eucharist

Please note this schedule for Christmas services:

December 2. 1-3 PM St. Nicholas Party.

December 9. Parish Christmas Dinner.

December 10. 7 PM: Advent Service of Lessons and Carols

December 16. 4 PM: “Blue Christmas Service”

December 24. NO 8 AM service. 4th Sunday of Advent will be celebrated at the 10 AM service only.

December 24. 4 PM: Christmas Pageant and family Christmas Eve service with Communion.

December 24. 10:30 PM: Hymn singing. 11 PM: Midnight Mass.

December 25. 10 AM: Christmas Day service.

December 31. 7 PM: Taize New Years Eve Watch Night Service
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Dear Friends,

In this issue of the Herald is a great deal of information about the Millennium Development Goals. I am including all this information at this time because the church at all levels is drawing our attention to the needs of the least fortunate of God’s children in the world. Anglican church leaders emphasize the urgent need to address the issue of global poverty. General Conventions in 2003 and 2006 committed the Episcopal Church to the Millennium Goals. At the annual convention of our diocese in Redding last month, convention delegates encouraged every parish and individual to support the Millennium Goals.

What can one person do in the face of crushing poverty in the world? Not much – if we act only by ourselves. 

But we can accomplish a great deal if we act together with fellow Christians in this community and around the world. Economists say that our generation has the opportunity to eliminate extreme poverty – or to turn aside and allow an unprecedented tragedy to take place. 

This is the season when we speak much about peace on earth. Isn’t that what the Advent of the birth of Jesus promised? Do we really want to work toward peace on earth? There really is much that one person can do – together with other people of faith. 

I encourage you to read this issue carefully. Look up information on the internet, if you have that ability. Come shop at the Alternative Gift Fair at church on December 3 and 10. Join in worship at church as we pray for ourselves and for peace in the world. And make a commitment in the coming year to work for peace in our local community and in the global community. This is our mission as Christians and the Good News that we bring to the hurting world. 

One person can do a great deal through Christ who dwells in us. May you be blessed as you prepare for the birth of Christ in your hearts, in your homes, and in our world.

God’s peace be always with you,

Bill+

Year-Round Stewardship

by Sandi Smith, Stewardship Chair

The Fall stewardship campaign was visible and energetic this year.  It is only part of Stewardship however.  For those who attended the joint Episcopal/Lutheran Thanksgiving Service, the message was loud and clear from one of the speakers--We have much and are rich in our country, our community and our resources.  Out of that abundance we must focus on being good "Stewards" of that bounty and direct it to those who need what we can give. 

So, the Stewardship committee continues to function.  Georgia Frey, our head of Calling received much information about who we are and who can do what and will give in money, talents, time. Our talented computer guy, Jim Waters, will help us organize that information into useable form.  We will review the 2006 campaign, get reports ready and try to focus on how things can be done even better in the future. The Pledge Secretary, Stella Martin will continue to give us an idea of our monetary resources. 

What can you do?  Get your pledge card turned in if you are one of the few who have not quite got around to sending it in yet. (You are really a great group to work with and got "with the program"  this year!)  Did we miss you because you are new to St Michaels and didn't get our mailings?  If so, we apologize. Please pick up a yellow pledge card from the entrance to the church, fill it out, drop it in the collection plate and write us a note on the back on how we can contact you.  We welcome your comments and suggestions. That's how we learn to do it better.  
Stewardship is not about paying the light & water bills (although that is important).  Jesus gave of himself continually and generously as a living example of what we should do.  It is not the easiest thing to give or tithe at first.  But as we were taught by our parents and as we try to teach our children, generosity enlarges and frees our hearts and spirits, so that we can let Jesus in to fulfill and expand us.

All Children Invited to the St. Nicholas Day Party

St. Nicholas will visit St. Michael’s parish again this year on Saturday December 2 from 1 to 3 PM. All those who are young and young at heart are invited to the party to meet the venerable saint. At the party, children will decorate the tree, eat delicious goodies, and make Advent wreaths to take home to help their families celebrate the season of Advent. There will be supplies for one wreath per family. Also, the children will have the first opportunity to sign up for this year’s Christmas Pageant and to read through their parts. Nobody is too big or too old to join in this event! Come celebrate with JOY! 

We will be collecting gifts for needy children, so please bring a toy or a sweater or other gifts. IF you can’t come but would like to help, Sandi Smith and Mary Dabel are looking for helpers and cookie makers and will accept donations of milk, juice, and goodies. 

Advent Service of Lessons and Carols

On Sunday December 10 at 7 PM, St. Michael’s will offer a service of Lessons and Carols as a gift to the community to help prepare for Christmas. Invite your neighbors, family and friends to join you at church for this highlight of the Advent season.

“Blue Christmas” Service on December 16

Not all of us experience joy at Christmas time. Particularly for those who have experienced loss due to death, disease, separation, or financial setbacks, Christmas can be a time of sadness. This year, on Saturday December 16 at 4 PM, St. Michael’s will offer a “Blue Christmas” – a Service of Light for the Longest Night.  We are inviting the community to join in a quiet service of healing prayers, Scripture, and music to acknowledge that God is present for those who mourn, and that God’s light shines in our darkness. All are welcome to receive the healing presence of Christ. 

What are the Millennium Development Goals?

From a pamphlet by Episcopalian for Global Reconciliation (www.e4gr.org)

The Millennium Development Goals are eight goals for reducing human suffering through development by 2015. The goals reflect a global consensus; they are a roadmap toward a world free from the suffering caused by extreme poverty.

1. Eradicate extreme hunger and poverty.

2. Achieve universal primary education.

3. Promote gender equality and empower women.

4. Reduce child mortality.

5. Improve maternal health.

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases.

7. Ensure environmental sustainability.

8. Develop a global partnership for development.

The MDGs are drawn from the vision and targets of the Millennium Declaration, adopted by 189 nations during the Millennium Summit in September 2000. 
How has global poverty changed?

Many experts believe ours is the first generation with the resources, knowledge and skill to eradicate extreme poverty. On average, people in developing countries are healthier, better educated and less impoverished. In the past thirty years, as the global economy has become more prosperous, global poverty has greatly decreased. Since 1990 life expectancy in developing countries has increased by two years. 

· There are 3 million fewer child deaths annually.

· More than 130 million people have escaped extreme poverty.

But things are worse for millions, because progress has been uneven.

· The HIV/AIDS pandemic has inflicted the single greatest reversal in human development, and

· In 2003, 18 countries – home to 460 million people – have a lower standard of living than in 1990.

· Every year 10.7 million children die before their fifth birthday.

· More than one billion people survive in abject poverty on less than $1 a day.

· In 2003 HIV/AIDS claimed 3 million lives and millions of children have been orphaned.

We have made progress, but much remains to be done. If we are to succeed at alleviating unnecessary suffering for billions of God’s children, we need to be involved.

The Episcopal Church and the MDGs

Disparate streams within the Anglican Communion have been converging around these issues. The Anglican Communion and the Episcopal Church have both endorsed the Millennium Development Goals. In 1998, the international gathering of all Anglican bishops in Canterbury focused on the suffering of the extremely poor. 

By 2000, Episcopal dioceses were responding to the global crises of HIV/AIDS, burdensome debt and extreme poverty. Some dioceses successfully put a resolution before General Convention asking all dioceses and congregations to give 0.7% of their budgets for international development.

At its 2003 General Convention, the Church passed a resolution urging U.S. leaders to meet the MDGs, monitoring progress towards the MDGs and towards 0.7% giving at the congregational, diocesan, and national levels. This resolution said, “Funding for nutritional, education, health care, and development programs is essential to achieve not only the MDGs, but also for recognizing the dignity of all human beings.”

How much would the MDGs cost?: 

Approximately $100 billion a year until 2015.

Is 0.7% Enough?

Yes!

Since 1970, the international community has estimated it would require 0.7% of the budgets of developed nations to dramatically reduce extreme poverty. Only five nations now give at this level (Norway, Sweden, Netherlands, Luxemburg, and Denmark). In 2005, the U.S. gave only 0.2%, less than half the requested amount.

If the national budget of the Episcopal Church gave 0.7%, we would raise about $358 thousand.

If every Episcopal diocese gave 0.7%, we would raise about $11 million.

If every Episcopalian gave 0.7%, (and assuming our average income is the same as the U.S. average), we would raise about $544 million.

And if the United States Government gave 0.7% of GDP, we would raise about $82 billion.

If all the “rich countries” gave 0.7%, we would raise almost $200 billion.

Yes, 0.7% is enough, if we all act.

Where should I give?

Giving is best done when it helps build relationship. Be informed, stay connected, listen, learn and adjust. When you find a group you like, stay with them for the long term.

Possible organizations working to reduce global poverty include:

Bread for the World – www.bread.org
For more than 30 years, Bread for the World has been a Christian voice for ending hunger. It is a nonpartisan citizens' movement of 54,000 people of faith, including 2,500 churches.

Church World Service - http://www.churchworldservice.com 
Church World Service, a global humanitarian aid agency and ministry of 36 Christian denominations, works to support sustainable self-help and development, meet emergency needs, aid refugees, and address the root causes of poverty and powerlessness.
Episcopal Relief and Development – www.er-d.org
Episcopal Relief and Development responds to human suffering around the world. We provide emergency assistance after disasters, rebuild communities, and help children and families climb out of poverty.
Heifer Project International – www.heifer.org
Heifer envisions a world of communities living together in peace and equitably sharing the resources of a healthy planet. Their mission is to work with communities to end hunger and poverty and to care for the earth. 

Mercy Corps - http://www.mercycorps.org/home/ 
Mercy Corps is a not-for-profit organization that exists to alleviate suffering, poverty, and oppression by helping people build secure, productive, and just communities.
The ONE Campaign – www.one.org
ONE is a new effort by Americans to rally Americans – ONE by ONE – to fight the emergency of global AIDS and extreme poverty.

Oxfam America - http://www.oxfamamerica.org/ 
Oxfam America helps poor and marginalized communities around the world harness economic opportunities and advocate for their rights (e.g., women's rights, labor rights, indigenous peoples' rights) through grant-making, campaigning, and emergency assistance.

World Vision - http://www.worldvision.org/ 
World Vision is a Christian relief and development organization dedicated to helping children and their communities worldwide reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty.
The choice is yours. What kind of giver are you?

St. Veronica’s Guild Thanks all of you  for all you do.!!!!
Our Bazaar was O.K. I really should not complain too much, but we needed more saleable items and staff to help.  Perhaps a little more effort should have been put forth.  We took in approximately $2,000.00 and I believe we should have done better.
Thanks to those who helped and assisted with the Bazaar especially: Julia Angelo, Toby Brazil, Beverly Bumstead, Kathleen Johnson, Stella Martin, Sue Nowlin, Karen Mc Donell, Charla Thorbecke, as well as my right arm and co-conspirator Marcia Waters.
Thanks also to Jim Waters, who is always there for me to lift, move or whatever needs to be done. 
Thanks to Harvest Market for their great donation of plastic pie containers, as well as Cynthia (Friberg) Channel.
My THANKS to you who have gone beyond the call of duty who handmade items, pies, candy, and those who donated items for the white elephant table. 
Thanks again  for your help and devotion. 
Sandra Savidge,  Your President,
                      

There is going to be a PARTY!
Mark your calendars!
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9th                                                     
5 PM Social Hour
                                          
6 PM Dinner
Shake out those dress duds – 
We’re going to have a PARTY!!
                              Prime Rib Dinner . . .              
                                                                 Fun &  frolic 

Make plans now to join your parish family for a special evening of fun and fellowship. 

         More details in the Sunday bulletins
and from the Parish Office.


This is the first in a series of articles about the groups which use the halls and rooms at St Michael's at low or no cost as part of our parish Outreach. 

LIVING WELL WITH HEALTH CHALLENGES is a group which has been at St Michael's for a number of years.  Some members of our church have participated in the group.  Gayle Heiss is the contact person.  She can be reached at 937-5240. 
There are two groups that meet in St Veronica's Hall from 10 to noon--one on Wednesdays and another on Thursdays. People who are ill or have physical problems, as well as their family members, loved ones and friends are all welcome to attend.  Access for wheelchairs and walkers is through the entrance to Larsen Hall. The groups explore the "complexities of day-to-day living with illness".  The groups focus on sources of support, personal goals, maintaining self-esteem, and to "Cultivate the increased awareness, sensitivity and creativity that accompany an illness". 


Alternative Christmas Gift Fair

African Teen Ministries will return with their hand-crafted gifts for you to purchase in Larsen Hall on Sunday December 3 and 10. In addition, there will be information from Episcopal Relief and Development and from Heifer International about their alternative gift options. You may select gift cards from Heifer Project to send to your gift recipients to let them know you have purchased a lamb, goat, flock of sheep, bee hive, or other gifts in their name in order to help a family out of poverty. 

Solar Cookers for Darfur

The Mendocino Coast Jewish Community is raising funds to provide solar cookers to the women of Darfur who are living in the Iridimi refugee camp in Chad. These cookers will eliminate their need to leave the camp to search for firewood. Currently many girls and women are raped and assaulted when undertaking this simple task. There will be a demonstration solar cooker on display at the alternative gift fair in Larsen Hall on December 3 and 10.

The solar cookers are a simple and effective way to make a significant difference in the lives of the refugee women. The cookers reduce their vulnerability and free them to do other work. And, it is estimated that one cooker can save a ton of firewood in a year. The cookers are lightweight and east to assemble. Many families are already using them successfully.

$25 buys two cookers for one family tent. Donations of any amount are appreciated. The non profit sponsoring agency for this solar cooker project is Jewish World Watch, a coalition of synagogues, schools, and community members to combat genocide and other egregious violations of human rights. To date, they have raised thousands of dollars to provide these cookers to the women of Darfur. For more information, please contact Margaret Drumm at 964-8721 or Rena Blauner at 964-2488.
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